Responses from Sundance Renewables:

We are a registered waste oil collector and we collect from a large variety of places:
Pubs, restaurants, take-aways, residential homes, hotels, schools, colleges, hospitals, day centres, mobile caterers etc. We also have an arrangement with our local council whereby 1,400litre collection containers have been placed at civic amenity sites for householders to deposit their used cooking oil.

Our suppliers of UVO are only too happy to give us their oil – some carriers charge for collection, but ours is a free service. We cannot afford to buy oil from the large carrier companies – there just isnt the margin in it for us! A lot of the oil that is being collected gets sent to Europe for their biodiesel industry. 

A lot of the 5% blends that are sold in UK are made with German RME (rapeseed methyl ester – biodiesel made from new oil).

Ours is not an amateur operation – we make a sustainable fuel to European Quality Standard EN14214. The biodiesel component in 5% blends may not be made to this standard as it only has to meet EN590 which is a much inferior quality standard.

Incidentally – it is not “sheer fun and pleasure” making biodiesel – ours is a community business, it is very hard work and often very unpleasant recycling oil – but very worthwhile. Without our endeavours, we would have to revert to using fossil fuel in our diesel engines – ugh!! Currently we have over 100 individual customers – but the local authorities have been pretty useless so far.

And the duty rate on biodiesel is 27.1p/litre – not 20p (that was the effective duty reduction from the fossil fuel rate) and diesel vehicles do not need modifying to run on biodiesel.

The CO2 savings come from a life cycle analysis and using waste veg oil is a win-win all round re environmental benefits. The energy inputs of making biodiesel can be reduced by using renewables for process heat. We collect UVO in vehicles running on 100% biodiesel.

Our plant has met strict Environment Agency regulations for a low impact installation and has been awarded for its environmental benefits. The only waste product is glycerol which can be used in biogas plants to generate heat and power – as well as digestate that can be applied to land to grow crops to make oil (....to produce biodiesel) etc.

The majority of our customers just want to be Green and be cured of their addiction to fossil fuels. Now that our prices are a few pence below fossil diesel, we are attracting some price-wise customers who are only really concerned about getting cheap fuel.

Our main current challenge is to make the necessary investment to increase production to meet a growing demand.

We have put a proposal to the Co-operative movement (attached) as we would love to work closer with other co-operatives to help roll out our ideas for sustainable production and sales of biodiesel. 

Small local initiatives are not just drops in the ocean – every one makes a real difference. It is the oil, gas, electric companies who are the primary causes of pollution and fossil fuel use – we cannot solve problems with the same mindset that created them, as Einstein said. 
...Be the Change that you want to see in the World!
